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26/27 November 2016 

FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 

Mass Book: Year A, Volume 1, Page 82 

Entrance Antiphon: To you, I lift up my soul, O my God.  In you, I 
have trusted; let me not be put to shame.  Nor let my enemies 
exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 

Psalm Response: I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to 
God’s house.’ 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!  Let us see, O Lord, your 
mercy and give us your saving help.  Alleluia! 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our 
earth shall yield its increase.  
 

Fr. Kevin writes… 

There’s a great sense of immediacy in the three readings for this first 
Sunday of Advent. Maybe we should pay particular attention to the 
first reading, because not only is this the first scripture passage to be 
proclaimed today, it is also the first passage for this liturgical year; and, 
because this is Year A, it provides the first words of scripture we read 
in the entire three-year cycle.  

We are told of the “vision” of the prophet Isaiah about Judah and 
Jerusalem. We are told that something will happen “in the days to 
come”.  Isaiah foresees the day when true peace will come about – a 
remarkable vision for its time, given that all of Jerusalem is in fear that 
the powerful Assyrians will destroy their city. Peace will be so 
complete that people will turn their swords into ploughshares, spears 
into pruning hooks – weapons of war converted into tools for 
cultivation and growth. It will all take place in days to come, but days 
that will come soon! 

St. Paul is even more insistent about something that is coming “soon”. 
Salvation, he says, is nearer at hand than when he and his readers 
were converted, and “the time” has come; time to “wake up”. Waking 
up is a metaphor for action, for accepting the Gospel as genuine.  

Finally, the Gospel sounds a note of even more immediacy, when 
Jesus insists, “stay awake”. His words to the Christians in every age 
are directed to their preparation for the return of the Son of Man, and 
the last sentence of today’s Gospel makes it explicit: “you too must 
stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect”. 

To stay awake is to be alert – to be aware of what is going on and to 
watch for the Lord among us. By staying awake, we can heighten our 
ability to seek the presence of the Lord in the Eucharist, in his word 
and in each other. 

DEACON MARK’S ORDINATION  
TO THE PRIESTHOOD 

Bishop Philip will ordain Deacon Mark to the priesthood on Saturday 
10 December, 3pm at the Cathedral. 

The coach for the journey to the Cathedral has been ordered, times 
of departure etc. will be available next week.  Please see Deacon 
Mark’s invitation on the notice board outside. 

Please note: There will be no Saturday evening Mass here at 
Sacred Heart on this date. 
 

FR. MARK WHITING’S THANKSGIVING MASS 
Fr. Mark will celebrate a special Mass of Thanksgiving on Tuesday 13 
December @ 7pm.  All very welcome to attend, followed by a reception 
in the parish centre. 

For catering purposes please sign the list in the narthex by 3/4 
December, if you would like to attend the reception after Mass. 

If you would like to assist with the catering, please speak to Nina. 

Official confirmation of clergy movements  
in the Havant Pastoral Area 

 Fr. Kevin moves to be parish priest of St, Francis’ Ascot 
 Monsignor Jeremy Garratt takes up appointment as parish priest 

of Sacred Heart & St. Peter the Apostle Waterlooville 
 Fr. Mark Whiting moves to be ‘Priest in Residence’ at St. Patrick’s 

Hayling Island 
 Fr. Rajesh Abraham moves to Waterside parish, New Forest 
Please pray for the clergy as they take up their new appointments. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: 
Joe Higgins, John O’Neill, Bridget Shipp,  Mary Humphries, 

Jean Lee, Grace Benn, Carmen Martin, Carmen Oakes, 
Antoni Gumienny, Angela Burton, Myrna Coleman,  

Molly O’Brien, Anne Littlefield, Mark Hamlet, Edna Hartridge, 
Estelle, Chris Hyson, Antoni Gumienny, George O’Shaunessy, 

Debbie, Maisie Godden-Hall & Thomas Andrew (TJ). 

A Volunteering Opportunity 
 An exciting initiative from the Apostleship of the Sea is beginning at St. 

Bernard, Holbury, near Southampton. 
 Plans are now in progress to work on a facility for seafarers.   
 The centre will provide a much needed sacramental space, plus free wifi 

to enable the seafarers to contact their families.  Seafarers have a hard 
life, away from their homes for at least nine months a year and can be 
easily exploited.  

 The aim is to get around 60 volunteers to commit to one night a month 
on a regular basis for an 18 month period.   

 The project will be up and running by January 2017.  Training will be given.  
Please contact cvirgo@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk for further details. 

COME TO THE CHRISTMAS FAIR  
NEXT SATURDAY!! 

Everyone is invited to our  
Christmas Fair  

on Saturday 3 December  
from 12.30–4pm 

Pick up a flyer after Mass and bring it along 
for a chance to win a prize!  Can you help us to 
sell a few more raffle tickets?  Lots of lovely 
prizes to win, including £100 cash and a bonus 
prize - £200 Brittany Ferries voucher (valid 
until end of 2017). 
Come along and enjoy the fun and pick up a gift 
or buy a yummy homemade cake! 



DAY DATE TIME LITURGICAL CELEBRATION MASS INTENTION 

Saturday 26 Nov 5.30pm 
6.15pm 

Confession 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
Maurice & Catherine Cremin RIP 

SUNDAY 27 Nov 10.30am 
6.30pm 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT People of the parish 
Adriano Persiano RIP 

Monday 28 Nov 8.30-8.50am 
9am 

9.30am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Of the 1st Week of Advent 

Confession 

 
Sister Martin’s Intention 

 
Tuesday 29 Nov - 

- 
No Adoration  

Of the 1st Week of Advent 
 

NO MASS OR LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Wednesday 30 Nov 8.30-8.50am 

9am 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

ST ANDREW, Apostle, feast 
 

Dec’d members of Reilly family (FM) 
Thursday 1 Dec 11-11.20am 

11.30am 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Of the 1st Week of Advent 
 

David Higgins RIP 
Friday 2 Dec 8.30-8.50am 

9am 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Of the 1st Week of Advent  
 

Ken Seats RIP 
Saturday 3 Dec 5.30pm 

6.15pm 
Confession 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

Marie Regan’s Intention 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DATES & NOTICES FOR YOUR DIARY 
THE TUESDAY CLUB: Parish Centre @ 2pm on the first and third 
Tuesdays of every month, £1.00.  Trish 07947 611699 (for more 
information). 
 Christmas Dinner:  6 December @ 2pm.  If you are not a regular you are 

still invited.  Cost £5 - Please call Trish to book a place. 

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS: Meet in Church on Weds. 30 Nov. @ 2.30pm. 

WIVES GROUP: Monday 12 December.  Mass in Church @ 7pm, 
followed by seasonal refreshments.  Bring your fundraising raffle prize! 

CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING WORKSHOPS: In aid of The Rowans 
Hospice.  Ring Trish for details on 07947 611699.  Cost £10 and you will 
have a Christmas wreath to take home, plus you’ll have the skill to make 
your own in the future! 

THE ART OF DYING WELL: Is the name of a new website launching this 
month that offers help and support to those struggling with the meaning of 
dying and death.  Please take a ‘Prayer for the dying’ card that is available 
in the narthex.  Check out their website:  www.artofdyingwell.org  

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
Patrick Flynn writes… “Thank you to everyone who contributed 
to… our Jubilee Year of Mercy.  All 5 pastoral area parishes were 
involved together with our Catholic Schools to support CAFOD’s 
work around the world.   
Our pastoral area raised more than £10,000 through our 
corporal works of mercy!” 

LAST WEEKEND’S GIVING: 19/20 November: 
Loose cash: £ 465.97  Direct Debits: £ 836.53 

Gift Aid: £ 141.02 TOTAL:  £ 1,443.52 

£ 2070 is the TARGET!!! 

OUR ANNUAL CRIB DISPLAY Maggie Mellor would like your help 
again!  Please donate your crib display.  Cribs should be in Church by 
Friday 2 December - If you have a problem getting them to Church, 
please give Maggie a call to discuss transport on: 023 9242 6167 or 
07982 621656. 

STORM ANGUS WARRIORS! 

Despite the filthy weather caused by 'Storm Angus' last Saturday, over 
30 ‘vinologists’ (I'm being kind here...) braved the weather to attend Call 
My Wine Bluff in the Parish Centre.  

Those who attend had to choose the correct wine per category from 
rather far-fetched descriptions given by our 3 local 'experts'.   

The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all, especially after the tastings(!) 
and finished off with a 'French style' supper.  

£367 was raised for Parish funds, a good result. 

For those that didn't come a good value evening was missed!  

PS Don't forget we need bottles of mulled wine and mince pies for 
the Carol Concert on Monday 19 December – please leave bottles 
with Nina in the parish office. 

Geoff Hartridge. Chairman. Social & Fundraising committee 

CAFOD - ‘WORLD GIFTS’ 
This  is a CAFOD initiative and we hope that many 
parishioners will support it.  A catalogue of ‘World Gifts’ is 
available for you to take from the narthex. 
 

NEWS FROM ST. PETER’S SCHOOL… 
This week we have been thinking about how Jesus is a King. Not the 
King who sits on a throne and is very wealthy, but the King of our 
hearts.  
We are beginning to prepare for Advent, finding out how we need to be 
ready. We know the true meaning of Christmas but how do we truly 
prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus Christ?   
We will be thinking about this over the next few weeks and have begun 
to get our prayer areas ready to help us.  We are making wreaths and 
will be discussing their meaning. We are excited to start our season of 
Advent on Monday and look forward to coming to Sacred Heart for our 
Carol Services.                           Sarah Luter, Senior Teacher 
 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2016 

 Details of our Christmas Masses and Liturgies are available 
NOW.  Please take a copy. 

 Penitential Services in the Havant Pastoral Area: 
 Thursday 15 December @ 7pm – Waterlooville 
 Wednesday 21 December @ 6pm – Leigh Park 

 Important!  Help Needed!  Lists will be available next 
weekend for the many jobs and ministries needed.  

 Christmas Flowers: There is a basket for your donations on 
the table in the narthex.  The ‘Floral Team’ thank you. 

 Advent Activity & Reading Material Available NOW: 

‘Walk With Me’ for adults.  A journey of prayer for Advent 
and Christmastide - £1.00.   

Children’s Advent Calendar.  To help your children 
understand the true meaning of Advent - 50p. 

JOHN McCORMACK, CHAIR OF OUR PARISH COUNCIL WRITES… 
 As you are aware Fr Kevin is leaving our Parish to take up his 

appointment as parish priest of Ascot in January 2017.  Also, Fr. 
Mark will be moving to Hayling Island in early January 2017.  

 We have placed two baskets in the Narthex so you can 
contribute, if you wish, to a collection for both.  

 A suggestion: As you know, each Christmas the Church 
collection, is given to the parish priest as part of his stipend, and 
you may wish to give your contribution to Fr. Kevin’s leaving gift 
by increasing your Christmas offering.  

 However, if you are not here for Christmas, then you can place 
your gift in Fr. Kevin’s basket to make sure you do not miss the 
opportunity to say ‘thank you’.   

 


